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  1.  Southeast Texas
  2.  Completed Area (Not shown)
  3.  Leon Bosque
  4.  De-Go-La
  5.  Rio Bravo
  6.  Northeast Texas
  7.  Four Winds
  8.  Big 8
  9.  Sam Houston
10.  North Rolling Plains
11.  Big Country
12.  Alamo

13.  Pineywoods
14.  High Plains
15.  Wes-Tex
16.  Central Texas
17.  Chisholm Trail
18.  Bluebonnet
19.  Concho Valley
20.  Pecos Valley
21.  Chihuahuan Desert
22.  Rio Grande-Nueces
23.  Sabine-Neches  ( Application pending)
24.  Hill Country

M
orris

Gaines

Winkler

Oldham

Deaf Smith

Hartley

Dallam

Potter

Randall

Moore

Sherman

Carson

Donley

Gray

Hansford

Roberts

Ochiltree

Wheeler

Hemphill

Lipscomb

Armstrong

Howard NolanMitchell

Floyd

Andrews

Cochran

Yoakum Terry

Hockley

Garza

Dawson

Martin

Borden

Hale

Lynn

Lubbock Crosby

CastroParmer Swisher

Motley Cottle

Stonewall

Scurry Fisher

Dickens

Kent

King

HallBriscoe

Coke

Crane

Jeff Davis Pecos

Brewster

Presidio
Val Verde

Crockett

Loving

Culberson
Hudspeth

El Paso

Ward

Upton Reagan

MidlandEctor

Edwards

Irion Tom Green

Sutton

Sterling

Schleicher

Jones

Brown

Taylor

Runnels Colemancock
Glass-

Terrell

Collings-

Child-

worth

inson

ress

Hutch-

Erath

Comanche

Eastland

Bosque

Concho

Lampasas

Menard

Kimble

Real

Mason Llano

Gillespie

Kendall

San Saba

Comal

Blanco

Uvalde

Zavala

Dimmit

Burnet

Foard

Shackel-

Knox

Pinto

Mills

Haskell

Palo

Callahan

Stephens

Hood

Morton
Throck-

Baylor

Hamilton

Montague

WiseYoung

Wilbarger
Wichita

Archer

Jack

Clay

Denton

Cooke Grayson

Collin

ford

McCul-
loch

Harde-
man

Somer-
vell

Live Oak

Angelina

Zandt
Kaufman Van

Fannin

Robertson

Burleson

Hogg

Kerr Hays

Bexar

Wilson

Guadalupe

Caldwell

Gonzales

Travis

Bastrop

Montgomery

Liberty

Fayette Austin

Washington

Jefferson
Chambers

Zapata

Starr

Nueces

Kleberg

Brooks
Kenedy

Willacy

Cameron

Webb Duval

Hidalgo

Patricio
San

Wells
Jim

La Salle

Goliad

Bee

Victoria
AtascosaFrio Karnes

Lavaca

De Witt

Refugio

Ca lhoun

MatagordaJackson

Orange

Brazoria

N
ew to n

Bend
Fort

Augustine

Trinity

Anderson Shelby

Upshur

Gregg

Hardin

Tyler

Cherokee

Sabine

Camp

Polk

Rusk

Limestone

Falls

Hopkins Titus

Freestone

Panola

Navarro

Henderson

Rains

S
an

Harris

Colorado

Cass

Bowie

Harrison

Lamar Red River

Madison

Grimes

Leon

Delta

Houston

Walker

Jacinto
San

Wharton

Jim

Medina

Bandera

Williamson

Milam

Bell

Coryell

McLennan

Brazos

Dallas
wall

Smith

WoodTarrantParker

Johnson Ellis

Hill

veston

W
al ler

Rock-

Hunt

Lee

Aransas

McMullen

Gal-

Nacogd oches

J as pe r

Reeves

Bailey Lamb

Marion

Maverick

Kinney

7

3

14

8

13

12 9

11

5

6

4

10

21
24

22

23
18

1920
16

15 17

1

 
 
 
 
 

Texas RC&D Areas 



2004 
 

Texas Association of RC&D Councils 
Helping Others Help Themselves! 

 
What is RC&D? 
 

Resource Conservation and 
Development (RC&D) is a unique 
program, led by local volunteer 
councils that help people care for and 
protect natural resources in a way that 
improves the local economy, 
environment, and living standards. 
RC&D is a way for people to work 
together to plan and carry out 
activities that will make their areas 
better places to live. 

 

The Assumption 
 
RC&D is based on the assumption 

that local citizens, with assistance, can 
develop and carry out action-oriented 
plans for the social, economic, and 
environmental enrichment of rural 
communities. 

 
The Purpose 

 
The purpose of RC&D is to 

promote conservation, development, 
and utilization of natural resources; to 
improve the general level of economic 
activity; and to enhance the 
environment and standard of living in 
rural communities.  The aim is to 
provide a system of development, 
encourage the wise use of natural 
resources, and improve the quality of 
life in rural America. 

 

The Process 
 
To carry out the RC&D concept, 

diverse groups of local volunteers are 
brought together in a unique 
partnership to find solutions to their 
problems.  The structure for this 
process involves: 

 
l Identifying Problems 
l Establishing Goals and Objectives 
l Developing Alternative Plans 
l Implementing Plans 

 

Facts About RC&D 
Councils 

 
Councils provide a focal point of 

local leadership and bring together 
private citizens; organizations; and 
local, state, and federal agencies to 
improve the economic, social, and 
environmental well being. 

 
RC&D has the proven ability and 

strength of leadership to engage and 
accomplish projects from the local to 
the national level. Authorized RC&D 
areas serve about 70 percent of the 
U.S. counties.  Thirty-two new 
applicants are awaiting authorization 
by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

 
Since the program began in 1962, 

the Secretary of Agriculture has 
authorized 368 RC&D Areas. 
Legislation authorizes up to 450 RC&D 
areas. 



 
Texas has 22 authorized RC&D 

Areas and one active application area 
remaining to be authorized. 

 
RC&D encourages community 

support with more than 21,000 
volunteers nationwide.  More than 
2,000 volunteers serve in Texas. 

 
All RC&D Councils are not for 

profit organizations and have tax 
exempt status under section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 
RC&D councils develop area plans, 

defining their goals and objectives . 
Councils serve as a conduit for USDA 
programs that assist in Area Plan 
implementation. 

 
For every dollar appropriated by 

Congress for RC&D, Councils leverage 
an average of $14 from other sources 
nationwide.  The leveraging ratio in 
Texas is 28:1 

 
The National Association of RC&D 

Councils is a 501(c)(3) organization 
that provides a collective national 
voice for local RC&D Councils.  The 
National Association serves as an 
advocate for local councils on national 
and regional issues that deal with the 
quality of life in rural America. 

 
The Texas Association of RC&D 

Areas, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) 
organization that serves all 23 
organized RC&D Councils in Texas. 
The Association is committed to 
providing statewide education,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
leadership, and coordination as 
required to expedite the individual 
RC&D Area’s mission.  The leadership, 
and coordination as required to 
expedite the individual RC&D Area’s 
mission.  The Association’s purpose is 
to enhance and improve the standard 
of living and quality of life in the 
member RC&D Areas. 

 
The RC&D Councils direct the 

program at the local level. They 
provide a focal point of local 
leadership, bring together private 
citizens, and local, state, and federal 
agencies to improve economic, social, 
and environmental well being.  Each 
Council is governed by a board of 
directors.  Nearly half of all Council 
members are locally elected officials 
including mayors, county 
commissioners, and county judges. 

 
NRCS supports to the local RC&D 

Council by providing an employee to 
serve as a Coordinator.  The 
Coordinator assists the Council in 
carrying out the Area Plan by 
providing guidance, advice, and 
helping direct program assistance 
from federal agencies, state agencies, 
and nonprofit organizations to RC&D 
Councils.  The coordinator does not 
assume responsibilities reserved for 
local volunteer leaders serving on 
RC&D Councils. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, 
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and 
marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TDD).  

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 
Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 
(voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 


