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USDA – NRCS Texas 
101 South Main Street 

Temple, Texas 76501 
254.742.9800 

Salvador Salinas, State Conservationist 

The Gulf of Mexico Region hosts an amazing array of natural treasures 
– great coral reefs, lagoons, vast meadows of sea grass, and more than 
half the nation’s coastal wetlands. If you enjoy seafood, you’ve 
probably tasted some of the Gulf’s bounty. More than 1.3 billion pounds 
of seafood come out of the Gulf each year. More than 50 percent of all 
recreational fishing in the U.S. happens along and on the Gulf’s waters. 

The Gulf of Mexico Initiative (GoMI) is designed to help producers in 
Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas improve water 
quality and ensure sustainable production of food and fiber. 

• 15 Contracts completed in its first year 

• $312,000 delivered to farmers and 
ranchers for conservation practices on 
9,800 acres 

 C
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Texas water is beginning to improve thanks in part to the efforts of 
farmers and ranchers in a concentrated area along the Gulf Coast.  

These agriculture producers are participating in the USDA Natural 
Resource Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Gulf of Mexico Initiative (GOMI). 
Under this initiative, farmers and ranchers receive financial incentives to 
implement conservation practices to help improve the water quality on 

The Benefits are Clear 

Through the Gulf of Mexico Initiative, 
producers in the Lower San Antonio River 
Basin in Texas implemented conservation 
practices to:  

 
• Reduce nutrient runoff; 
• Improve water quality; 
• Restore and enhance wildlife habitat including food 

sources for threatened and endangered species; 
• Reduce bacteria for improved recreational opportunities; 
• Maintain agricultural productivity in a conservation 

systems approach; and 
• Increase outreach and education on the benefits of 

implementing these practices to land managers and the 
public. 

 
 

Texas 
2012 Success 

Kuy Creek – Guadalupe River, HUC #121002040404 
Guadalupe River – South Guadalupe River, HUC #121003030608 

Hynes Bay – San Antonio Bay, HUC #121004040000 
 
 The Need 

The Coastal Prairie Region of South Texas is 
known for its production of cattle, hay, 
cotton, corn, sorghum, soybeans, and 
sesame.  Recreational opportunities 
abound in this region with fishing, birding, 
hunting and nature tourism.  The region 
holds the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, 
which provides vital resting, feeding, 
wintering, and nesting grounds for 
migratory and shore birds and native Texas 
wildlife.  The refuge and surrounding areas 
provide winter habitat for threatened and 
endangered species such as the whooping 
crane, aplomado falcon, and piping plover. 
 
The warm shallow waters of San Antonio 
Bay provide shrimp, oysters, and crabs for 
commercial harvest, and excellent fishing 
for redfish, speckled trout, black drum, and 
flounder. 
 
The greatest threats to the estuarine 
ecosystem come from contaminants and 
loss of habitat.  Contamination may come 
from point sources, such as water 
treatment plants, or non-point sources, 
such as runoff.  Habitat loss can result from 
alteration of the bay bottom, typically by 
dredging and trawling, development of 
wetlands and bay shorelines, and 
restricting fresh water inflow. 
 
Runoff from cropland, rangeland, and 
pastureland contributes to sediments 
affecting the water quality of the three 
watersheds that run into the confluence of 
San Antonio River and Guadalupe River.  
This contributes to the critical health of the 
San Antonio Bay and estuary system, which 
flows into the Gulf of Mexico.  
 
The three focus watersheds contain 
150,000 acres, which includes 12,300 acres 
of cropland; 61,000 of rangeland; 8,000 
acres of pastureland; 3,100 acres of the 
Aransas National Wildlife Refuge; 64,000 
acres of water; and 1,300 acres of urban 
lands. 
  

 



United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) will provide technical assistance to program participants as well as biological and 
habitat guidance when dealing with federally listed threatened and endangered species and their habitats found within the 
watersheds.  
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) will provide technical assistance to program participants as well as biological and 
habitat recommendations when dealing with state-listed threatened and endangered species and their habitats which are found 
within the watersheds. 
Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries Program (CBBEP) will assist with monitoring efforts in and around the San Antonio Bay and will 
consult with Federal, State, and local units of governments in addition to providing educational opportunities for the public and 
program participants on their efforts, studies, and plans for the Coastal Bend region of Texas.  
Texas Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) will assist with providing technical assistance and conservation program 
information to the landowners and land operators in the affected watersheds, in addition to holding stakeholder meetings and 
facilitating the implementation of the Upper San Antonio River Watershed Protection Plan.  
San Antonio River Authority (SARA) will assist with continued monitoring of the San Antonio River in addition to providing 
educational and financial assistance to landowners and operators in the upper watershed. They will also hold stakeholder meetings 
that help facilitate the implementation of the Upper San Antonio River Watershed Protection Plan. 
United States Geological Survey (USGS) will assist with sharing hydrological data as well as modeling information to Federal, state, 
and local agencies. 

 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, 
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived 
from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 
(English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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their property. This water eventually winds up in the Gulf of 
Mexico. These efforts include conservation practices such as 
fencing off creeks from livestock and providing livestock water 
upland so they don’t have to get in the creeks for their 
drinking water. Other conscientious land management 
practices include planting grass filter strips at the edges of 
field to trap sediment and chemical run off before it enters the 
water supply.  

For Tivoli, Texas rancher Dallas Ford and other Gulf Coast 
landowners, the Gulf of Mexico Initiative means an 
opportunity to make a positive difference not only on their 
lands, but also in the inland waters that flow into the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

 “With this program I have an opportunity to cross fence and 
rotate cattle,” Ford says.  “By having water facilities on the 
ranch, the cattle won’t have to get down into the creeks to 
drink, which will help with erosion and the water quality.” 

The initiative will improve wildlife and fish habitats, including 
those of some threatened and endangered species, such as 
the whooping crane.  It will also help communities that 
depend on the Gulf of Mexico for jobs.  

“By having water facilities on 
the ranch, the cattle won’t have 
to get down into the creeks to 

drink, which will help with 
erosion and the water quality.” 

Dallas Ford 
Cattle Producer 

Partners 


