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Soil Science


        NRCS delivers science-based soil information to help farmers, ranchers, foresters, and other land managers effectively manage, conserve, and appraise their most valuable investment — the soil.
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Conservation Technical Assistance


        Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) provides our nation’s farmers, ranchers and forestland owners with the knowledge and tools they need to conserve, maintain and restore the natural resources on their lands and improve the health of their operations for the future.
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        The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven approach to conservation that funds solutions to natural resource challenges on agricultural land. 
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Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)


        Technical guides are the primary scientific references for NRCS. They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, and related plant and animal resources.
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Soil Science


        NRCS delivers science-based soil information to help farmers, ranchers, foresters, and other land managers effectively manage, conserve, and appraise their most valuable investment — the soil.
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Conservation Technical Assistance


        Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) provides our nation’s farmers, ranchers and forestland owners with the knowledge and tools they need to conserve, maintain and restore the natural resources on their lands and improve the health of their operations for the future.
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        The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven approach to conservation that funds solutions to natural resource challenges on agricultural land. 
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Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)


        Technical guides are the primary scientific references for NRCS. They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, and related plant and animal resources.
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Emerging Findings on the Effects of Cover Crops on Grassland Birds
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        At the Natural Resources Conservation Service, we have a proud history of supporting Texas' farmers, ranchers and forest landowners by providing financial and technical assistance to help protect natural resources and meet their unique conservation needs.
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            For more than 80 years, NRCS has helped people make conservation investments in their operations and local communities to support working lands, boost rural economies, and improve the quality of our soil, water, and air.


Through one-on-one, personalized advice, NRCS works with agricultural producers and economy on a voluntary basis to meet their conservation goals. By doing so, we help ensure the health of our natural resources and the long-term sustainability of American agriculture.


NRCS Texas has published the 2023 - 2026 Strategic Plan that reflects the challenges and opportunities our organization faces and outlines how we plan to address them across the state.




  
  

            NRCS Texas Strategic Plan
  (10.48 MB)


      




      




              

        Happening in Texas


    
      

  
    
        
        Technical Resources
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                    Technical Resources

                

                            
                                  
                      The technical resources and references NRCS provides uses science-based technology to aid conservation planning and benefit soil, water, air, plants and animals for productive lands and healthy ecosystems.
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              [image: Jeremy Brown is teaching his son about being a good steward of the land.]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    News

                

                            
                                  
                      Stay up to date on Texas's latest news! 


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Success Stories

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: The Benson family at Heart of Texas Farm in Lorena, Texas.]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Success Stories

                

                            
                                  
                      Our producers are the key to Texas's conservation success and we want to share their stories with you.


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Texas Partners for Conservation

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: Elizabeth Kopsky at engineering training at Legendairy in Texas.]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Texas Partners for Conservation

                

                            
                                  
                      The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in Texas has opportunities for Texas partners to receive funding through agreements as part of the Texas Partners for Conservation Program.


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







  






              
      [image: Jeremy Brown visits with NRCS personnel in his crop field.]





  
    
            FY 2024 Ranking Criteria for NRCS Programs - Texas


          The State Conservationist in consultation with others, has developed ranking criteria to prioritize and select program applications that address priority natural resource concerns in Texas.
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Texas State Office


  	
        
          
        

        
          

            254-742-9800

      
        

      
	
        
          
            
          
        

        
          

            101 S Main St

Temple, TX 76501-7602


      
        

      


  
    State Office Page
  





      
        

                            
            
              
  
    
      
  
  Find Your Local Service Center

  
    USDA Service Centers are locations where you can connect with Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or Rural Development employees for your business needs. Enter your state and county below to ﬁnd your local service center and agency offices. If this locator does not work in your browser, please visit offices.usda.gov.
  

  
      Select your state
          

  


  - Please select -
Alabama
Alaska
American Samoa
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District Of Columbia
Federated States of Micronesia
Florida
Georgia
Guam
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Northern Mariana Islands
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Palau
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Virgin Islands
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming



  




        
  
  


      Select your county
          

  


  - Please select -
Anderson
Andrews
Angelina
Aransas
Archer
Armstrong
Atascosa
Austin
Bailey
Bandera
Bastrop
Baylor
Bee
Bell
Bexar
Blanco
Borden
Bosque
Bowie
Brazoria
Brazos
Brewster
Briscoe
Brooks
Brown
Burleson
Burnet
Caldwell
Calhoun
Callahan
Cameron
Camp
Carson
Cass
Castro
Chambers
Cherokee
Childress
Clay
Cochran
Coke
Coleman
Collin
Collingsworth
Colorado
Comal
Comanche
Concho
Cooke
Coryell
Cottle
Crane
Crockett
Crosby
Culberson
Dallam
Dallas
Dawson
Deaf Smith
Delta
Denton
De Witt
Dickens
Dimmit
Donley
Duval
Eastland
Ector
Edwards
Ellis
El Paso
Erath
Falls
Fannin
Fayette
Fisher
Floyd
Foard
Fort Bend
Franklin
Freestone
Frio
Gaines
Galveston
Garza
Gillespie
Glasscock
Goliad
Gonzales
Gray
Grayson
Gregg
Grimes
Guadalupe
Hale
Hall
Hamilton
Hansford
Hardeman
Hardin
Harris
Harrison
Hartley
Haskell
Hays
Hemphill
Henderson
Hidalgo
Hill
Hockley
Hood
Hopkins
Houston
Howard
Hudspeth
Hunt
Hutchinson
Irion
Jack
Jackson
Jasper
Jeff Davis
Jefferson
Jim Hogg
Jim Wells
Johnson
Jones
Karnes
Kaufman
Kendall
Kenedy
Kent
Kerr
Kimble
King
Kinney
Kleberg
Knox
Lamar
Lamb
Lampasas
La Salle
Lavaca
Lee
Leon
Liberty
Limestone
Lipscomb
Live Oak
Llano
Loving
Lubbock
Lynn
McCulloch
McLennan
McMullen
Madison
Marion
Martin
Mason
Matagorda
Maverick
Medina
Menard
Midland
Milam
Mills
Mitchell
Montague
Montgomery
Moore
Morris
Motley
Nacogdoches
Navarro
Newton
Nolan
Nueces
Ochiltree
Oldham
Orange
Palo Pinto
Panola
Parker
Parmer
Pecos
Polk
Potter
Presidio
Rains
Randall
Reagan
Real
Red River
Reeves
Refugio
Roberts
Robertson
Rockwall
Runnels
Rusk
Sabine
San Augustine
San Jacinto
San Patricio
San Saba
Schleicher
Scurry
Shackelford
Shelby
Sherman
Smith
Somervell
Starr
Stephens
Sterling
Stonewall
Sutton
Swisher
Tarrant
Taylor
Terrell
Terry
Throckmorton
Titus
Tom Green
Travis
Trinity
Tyler
Upshur
Upton
Uvalde
Val Verde
Van Zandt
Victoria
Walker
Waller
Ward
Washington
Webb
Wharton
Wheeler
Wichita
Wilbarger
Willacy
Williamson
Wilson
Winkler
Wise
Wood
Yoakum
Young
Zapata
Zavala



  




        
  
  




  






  






  













  


            

          

                




  
        

        
              

      
        
          
            State Programs and Initiatives

            

            NRCS provides Texas' farmers and ranchers with financial and technical assistance to voluntarily put conservation on the ground, not only helping the environment but agricultural operations, too.
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Agricultural Conservation Easement Program - Texas


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Log cabin in a wide field with mountains in the distant background]





      
        
Agricultural Land Easements - Texas
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Conservation Innovation Grants - Texas


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: NRCS employee points out areas that are scheduled to be cleared of brush.]





      
        
Conservation Stewardship Program - Texas


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Channel repaired in Houston, Texas, following Hurricane Harvey]





      
        
Emergency Watershed Protection - Texas


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Red angus cattle herd at Halfmann Lan & Livestock]





      
        
Environmental Quality Incentives Program - Texas
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Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative - Texas


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Texas NRCS employee visits with the owner of the Texas Food Ranch inside a high tunnel/]





      
        
High Tunnel Initiative - Texas


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Male esser prairie-chicken on a lek in the Red Hills of Kansas]





      
        
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Initiative - Texas


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Poarch Band of Creek Indians  (PBCI) Magnolia Branch Wildlife Reserve (MBWR) Longleaf pine forest, near Atmore, in rural Escambia County, Alabama, on Saturday, April 5, 2014. Over the past several years, about one million long leaf seedlings have been planted at the reserve. A variety of plant grow and helps the soil and wildlife. A prescribed burn of these understory plants will reveal young longleaf pine trees that are about a foot tall. The burn will help provide nutrients and additional sunlight to tree]





      
        
Longleaf Pine Initiative - Texas


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Floodplain of the Rio de La Plata, Puerto Rico.]





      
        
National Water Quality Initiative - Texas


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Navajo Technical University (NTU) has been working with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) as they continue to improve their Veterinary Technology program]





      
        
Organic Initiative - Texas


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Goldpetal Farms grows sunflowers in Chaptico, Md., July 17, 2021. USDA/FPAC Photo by Preston Keres  ]





      
        
Regional Conservation Partnership Program - Texas


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Caloosahatchee River Tributary]





      
        
Watershed and Flood Prevention Operations Program - Texas
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Watershed Rehabilitation - Texas


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Salvador Prieto gets nearly ground level to see how well this micro-sprinkler is working under one of his avocado trees, in Somis, CA, on Nov 15, 2018.  Salvador Prieto grew up watching and helping his father grow corn and beans on a small farm in Mexico. The journey from bean fields to 20-acre orchard owner with his wife Martha Romero was not a straight and narrow path to Somis, Calif. In fact, it was music that brought him to the United States. Today the passion is agriculture.   Similarly, Romero didn’]





      
        
WaterSMART - Texas
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Wetland Reserve Easements- Texas


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Minnesota Farmer, Carl “Russ” Pilegarrd, has participated in the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) from the beginning. He uses wetland buffers and shelter belts to prevent erosion, improve soil and water quality and promote wildlife habitat. USDA photo.     ]





      
        
Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership - Texas
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        State Payment Schedule

        NRCS provides financial assistance for selected conservation practices. The availability and amount of financial assistance can vary between states.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


    
      
            [image: State Civil Rights Committees]





        Civil Rights Committee

        The National Civil Rights Advisory Committee to the Chief (NCRACC) is designed to provide management officials and employees with counsel and advice to enhance and ensure compliance with their equal employment opportunity and program delivery responsibilities.

        
          Learn More
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        State Technical Committee

        State Technical Committees serve in an advisory capacity to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and other agencies of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) on the implementation of the natural resources conservation provisions of Farm Bill legislation.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


        
                
  
  
    
      
                How to Get Assistance


            
        Do you farm or ranch and want to make improvements to the land that you own or lease?


Natural Resources Conservation Service offers technical and financial assistance to help farmers, ranchers and forest landowners.


                      
          Print this information
        

                [image: how to get started]





    

    
      
      
  
    
        Step 1: Make a Plan

    
  

  
    

            To get started with NRCS, we recommend you stop by your local NRCS field office. We’ll discuss your vision for your land.


NRCS provides landowners with free technical assistance, or advice, for their land. Common technical assistance includes: resource assessment, practice design and resource monitoring. Your conservation planner will help you determine if financial assistance is right for you.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 2: Start an Application

    
  

  
    

            We’ll walk you through the application process. To get started on applying for financial assistance, we’ll work with you:


	To fill out an AD 1026, which ensures a conservation plan is in place before lands with highly erodible soils are farmed. It also ensures that identified wetland areas are protected.
	To meet other eligibility certifications.

Once complete, we’ll work with you on the application, or CPA 1200.


Applications for most programs are accepted on a continuous basis, but they’re considered for funding in different ranking periods. Be sure to ask your local NRCS district conservationist about the deadline for the ranking period to ensure you turn in your application in time.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 3: Check your eligibility

    
  

  
    

            As part of the application process, we’ll check to see if you are eligible. To do this, you’ll need to bring:
	An official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID)
	A property deed or lease agreement to show you have control of the property; and
	A farm number.

If you don’t have a farm number, you can get one from USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Typically, the local FSA office is located in the same building as the local NRCS office. You only need a farm number if you’re interested in financial assistance.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 4: Rank your application

    
  

  
    

            NRCS will take a look at the applications and rank them according to local resource concerns, the amount of conservation benefits the work will provide and the needs of applicants. View Application Ranking Dates by State.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 5: Implement your plan

    
  

  
    

            If you’re selected, you can choose whether to sign the contract for the work to be done.


Once you sign the contract, you’ll be provided standards and specifications for completing the practice or practices, and then you will have a specified amount of time to implement. Once the work is implemented and inspected, you’ll be paid the rate of compensation for the work if it meets NRCS standards and specifications.


      
  




  


    

  







    
    
              

      
        Related News and Events
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        Press Release

      

      
        
NRCS Texas announces additional 2024 National Water Quality Initiative sign-ups through EQIP


        
          

            April 08, 2024


      
        

      

    

  



        

    
    
      
            [image: A sunset view of the Madison Mountain Range neat Ennis, Montana and the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest]





        News

      

      
        
USDA Makes $1.5 Billion Available to Help Farmers Advance Conservation and Climate-Smart Agriculture as Part of President Biden’s Investing in America Agenda


        
          

            April 03, 2024


      
        

      

    

  



        

    
    
      
            [image: wheat in a field, with a grassy hill in the background]





        News

      

      
        
USDA Seeks Partnerships to Expand Conservation on Grazing Lands  


        
          

            March 27, 2024


      
        

      

    

  




  
  




        	
          View More News
      
	
          View More Events
      


      

    
  




  



  

  
    
      
        
          
            AskUSDA

          

          
            
              
                One central entry point for you to access information and help from USDA
              

              
                 Ask.USDA.gov
              

              
                 1-833-ONE-USDA
              

              
                 askusda@usda.gov
              

            

          

          
            Ask a question
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                Subscribe to our Newsletter
                	
                                        Stay updated on the latest news and stories from NRCS and other USDA topics.
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